
DIAMOND PACKAGE REVIEWS 

CHATEAU LAFLEUR - POMEROL BORDEAUX - 2010 - JS 100 

JAMES SUCKLING - 100 

"This red shows such beautiful and ripe aromas of blackberries, orange peel, hazelnuts, and tropical fruits. It's full-bodied, with 

superb texture of polished tannins that are velvety. The length last for minutes. It's muscular yet elegant. It flexes it muscle yet 

pulls them back. What gorgeous tone to this young red. Try in 2020." 

STEPHEN TANZER - 99 

"Good, deep ruby-red. Deep, brooding but lively aromas of raspberry, strawberry, violet, licorice and minerals, plus an element of 

chocolate mint. Bright and fresh on entry, then shows a steely, austere quality to the strawberry, raspberry, tar and iodine flavors. 

Distinctly less floral and forward than the 2009. Strongly mineral on the long, pure back end, with ultrasmooth tannins; in fact, I 

would say that Lafleur's are the finest, most polished tannins of all in 2010. This is destined to be very long-lived. Incidentally, 

Baptiste Guinaudeau couldn't recall if any previous vintage of Lafleur had such a high percentage cabernet franc. My early 

candidate for wine of the vintage, along with Latour." 

WINE SPECTATOR - 97 

"Packed, with a charcoal frame and hints of alder and mesquite offering an impressive, aromatic profile, while flavors of crushed 

plum, warm linzer torte and blackberry preserves form the massive core. Dense, chewy and velvety, this features a riveting iron 

note and enticing tobacco accents that help to expand and lengthen the finish. Best from 2020 through 2040." 

ROBERT PARKER - 96+ 

"As for the Lafleur itself, their 2010 is another fabulous wine from this extraordinary terroir. Composed of 62% Cabernet Franc 

and the rest Merlot (identical to what I saw early on), this wine is tightly knit and built for the long haul. Neither is it as exuberant 

nor as opulent as the 2009 was showing at a similar stage of its life. In stylistic terms, it is more along the lines of a more modern-

day 2000 . Deep ruby/purple, with sweet black raspberry and black cherry fruit as well as hints of forest floor, licorice and crushed 

rock, this wine has superb texture and a full-bodied mouthfeel – then the tannins kick in. This is a powerful, backward wine, and 

despite its elegance and precision, it needs at least a decade of cellaring. It is slightly more reserved and tannic than I remember it 

from barrel, but it is locked and loaded with potential. Forget it for a decade a drink it over the following 30-40 years." 

CASTELLO DEI RAMPOLLA - VIGNA D'ALCEO - SUPER TUSCAN - 2010 - AG 100 

ANTONIO GALLONI - 100 

"Rampolla's 2010 d'Alceo is utterly spellbinding today. Even better than it was last year, the 2010 impresses for its exceptional 

balance and pure finesse. Everything is simply in the right place. Silky, layered and unbelievably expressive, the 2010 d'Alceo is a 

thrill from the very first taste. Over the decades the Di Napoli family has made so many breathtaking wines, but the 2010 d'Alceo 

is something more than breathtaking, and that something more is hard to express with words. Readers lucky enough to taste the 

2010, however, will know it right away. What a magnificent wine this is. " 

WINE SPECTATOR - 95 

"A mix of blackberry, black cherry, cedar, tobacco and spice flavors runs up against dense, muscular tannins in this tight, linear 

red. Juicy and vibrant, with plenty of fruit, this just needs time to harmonize. Terrific length. Best from 2018 through 2028." 

JAMES SUCKLING - 95 

"Plenty of currant, herb and mineral character. Bright and lifted with so much complexity. Medium to full body, fine tannins and a 

fresh finish. Layered and beautiful. From organically grown grapes. Cabernet sauvignon and petit verdot. Better in 2016. " 



ROBERT PARKER - 94 

"The 2010 Vigna d’Alceo Vino da Tavola is Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot folded so deep within one another, it’s difficult to hear 

the varietal voice of the wine. Dried cherries and blackberry appear as primary tones, but the wine also offers a good dose of 

spice, black olive, rosemary twig and dried plum. The wine takes its time to open in the glass and will probably require much 

patience in terms of cellar aging as well." 

LOKOYA – MT VEEDER CABERNET SAUVIGNON - 2012 – RP 100 

ROBERT PARKER - 100 

“The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Mt. Veeder is as compelling a Cabernet Sauvignon as one could ever hope to taste. This 100% 

Cabernet Sauvignon from a high-elevation site boasts an inky/purple color, and smells of ink, blueberry liqueur, blackberries, black 

raspberries, mulberries, licorice, charcoal and camphor. With magnificent fruit richness, a layered, full-bodied mouthfeel, and 

incredible length, this seamlessly constructed 2012 should provide immense pleasure for 25+ years. Kudos to winemaker Chris 

Carpenter as he is clearly at the top of his game. It will be hard to eclipse the quality of this quartet of 100% Cabernet Sauvignons 

from the Jackson Family boutique winery of Lokoya, fashioned by their brilliant winemaker, Chris Carpenter. Lokoya’s offerings are 

consistently among the greatest Cabernet Sauvignons made, and their 2012s represent the pinnacle of what Chris Carpenter has 

been accomplishing from these vineyards. Production ranges from a low of 320 cases for the Diamond Mountain, to just over 

1,300 cases for the Mt. Veeder. All four wines are aged in 100% new oak and are bottled with minimal clarification. They are 

extraordinary expressions of their terroirs. The late Jess Jackson’s firm convictions in mountain vineyards is vindicated by these 

prodigious wines." (10/2014) 

ANTONIO GALLONI - 94 

"Lokoya's 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Mount Veeder presents a more linear and less voluptuous expression of mountain Cabernet 

Sauvignon than the Howell Mountain bottling tasted alongside it. Energy, tension and pulsating vibrancy are the signatures. Dark 

blue and purplish fruit, menthol, cedar and licorice meld together in an ample, broad Cabernet Sauvignon supported by huge 

beams of tannin. Beautifully balanced and harmonious throughout, the 2012 should drink beautifully for many years to come." 

DOMINUS - ESTATE - 2012 - AG 100 

ANTONIO GALLONI - 98-100  

"The 2012 Dominus is a real head-turner. Flashy, voluptuous and intense, but with tons of underlying concentration, the 2012 is 

simply magnificent. A towering, vertical Cabernet Sauvignon, the 2012 Dominus is one of the most concentrated wines of the 

vintage, yet it also maintains considerable freshness, the signature of a late-ripening vintage with no heat spikes. Sweet red 

cherry, raspberry and floral notes add lift on the perfumed, expressive finish. The blend is 93% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit 

Verdot and 2% Cabernet Franc." 

ROBERT PARKER - 98+ 

The Wine Advocate - "The exuberance and drama in the stunning nose of the dense plum-colored 2012 Dominus offers up notes 

of Asian spice, ripe, black currants, kirsch, tobacco leaf and Christmas fruitcake. It is full-bodied and opulent, with no hard edges, a 

seamless integration of acidity, wood and tannin and a density and richness that are built to go on for 25-30 years." 

JAMES SUCKLING - 98 

James Suckling - "Fabulous purity and clarity of fruit. Blackcurrants, blackberries and violets. Full body, big soft tannins and a 

chocolate, hazelnut and dark fruit character. Some hot stones. Fruit at the finish. Ripe and velvety finish. Better in 2020 but 

delicious to drink now. Wonderful Dominus." 

 



VERITE – LA JOIE - 2005 – RP 100 

ROBERT PARKER - 100 

"A riveting blend of 67% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Cabernet Franc, 12% Merlot and the rest Petit Verdot and a dollop of Malbec, 

the 2005 is developing gorgeously, revealing everything a profound, world-class wine should. It boasts a dense plum/purple color 

along with an extraordinary bouquet of subtle barbecue smoke intermixed with truffles, black currants, black cherries, licorice and 

earth. There are thrilling levels of intensity, a skyscraper-like mouthfeel and a phenomenal finish lasting 50-60 seconds. This full-

bodied beauty is a perfect, haut couture, seamlessly constructed wine that is still a pre-adolescent in terms of development. It is 

capable of evolving 30+ years." (6/2011)  

VERITE – LE DESIR - 2005 – RP 99 

ROBERT PARKER - 99 

"This blend of 87% Merlot, 11% Cabernet Franc and 2% Malbec (the highest percentage of Merlot ever used for Le Desir) reveals 

notes of truffles, mocha, wild mountain berry fruit, crushed rock and coffee. Fabulous fruit, tremendous viscosity and opulence 

and a full-bodied, voluptuous texture result in a wine that is hard to resist even though it remains an adolescent in terms of 

development. It should provide pleasure over the next 15+ years." 

VERITE – LA MUSE - 2005 – RP 98 

ROBERT PARKER - 98 

"The myth perpetrated by Old World wine proponents is that California wines don't age. Those critics need to taste Verite, 

because these wines are aging far slower than I imagined. The 2005 La Muse, a blend of 88% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc and the 

rest Malbec, tips the scales at 14.5% alcohol and spent 18 months in 100% new French oak. Incredibly youthful, this wine has an 

opaque purple color and a beautiful nose of espresso roast, white chocolate, blackberry and cassis, with mocha and a touch of 

oak. The wine is full-bodied, with magnificent structure, texture and density. I could drink it now. That said, most consumers 

should give this wine another 3-4 years, and drink it over the following 30+ years." 

DAMILANO - 1752 BAROLO CANNUBI RESERVA - 2008 - JS 98 

JAMES SUCKLING - 98 

"Shows an amazing amount of dried roses, cedar and subtle fruits on the nose. Full body with fine tannins that touch every part of 

your palate. It’s long and wonderful with such polish and finesse. So right now. This is the first year of Damilano Cannubi Riserva. 

Only 5,000 bottles made. Phenomenal. This is the greatest wine ever from here. Glorious." (15-Sep-2014) 

IL POGGIONE - BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO - 2010 - RP 98 - WS #4 2015 

ROBERT PARKER - 98 

"The 2010 Brunello di Montalcino is a striking wine that shows uncompromising varietal pureness, albeit in a most concentrated 

and elaborate form. This is what great Sangiovese is all about. There's so much happening on the nose and the wine brings you to 

cherry, spice, licorice, cured meat, pressed rose and grilled meat in equal measure. No one element overpowers the next. The 

mouthfeel is also tight and bright with the kind of fruit intensity that promises long cellar aging. This Brunello is only at the 

beginning of a long road ahead. The longer the wine stays in the glass, the more it offers in terms of complexity and intensity. This 

is a true standout that can be enjoyed for up to 20 years ahead.Fabrizio Bindocci and his son Alessandro are the most 

accomplished father-son winemaking team I can think of today in Italy. Il Poggione is owned by Leopoldo and Livia Franceschi, but 

the phenomenal Bindocci duo are very much in the limelight. They excel in every aspect of winemaking, from vineyard 

management to wine marketing. Never have I encountered a Il Poggione Brunello as beautiful as the one released this year. This is 

one of the highest expression of Sangiovese you will ever taste." 



WINE SPECTATOR - 95 

"Rich, with excellent density, ripe cherry and plum fruit, and a wellintegrated structure. Licorice, earth and tobacco notes add 

depth while this cruises to a long, tobacco- and mineral-tinged finish. Shows balance and grip. Best from 2018 through 2033." 

ANTONIO GALLONI - 94 

"Il Poggione's 2010 Brunello di Montalcino is a remarkably beautiful wine. Rose petal, mint, cinnamon, sweet dark cherries and 

smoke lift from the glass in a translucent, wiry Brunello built on energy and power. This is an especially lifted, precise and nuanced 

Brunello from Il Poggione, with more emphasis on length and mid-weight structure rather than overt volume. In many ways, the 

2010 comes across as a modern-day version of the 1982 Riserva. Readers who have tasted that wine know just how special that is. 

For the money, there is not a single better wine being made in Montalcino than Il Poggione's Brunello. Truth is, it is also better 

than many far more expensive offerings. There are two Brunellos I would buy confidently in any vintage. This is one of them." 

JAMES SUCKLING - 93 

"Lots of sliced mushroom and berry character. Lots of flowers such as lilacs and violets. Full body, firm tannins and a fresh and 

clean finish. It's harmonious and beautiful." 

CARDINALE - CABERNET SAUVIGNON - 2012 

ROBERT PARKER - 98 

"Cardinale’s 2012 Proprietary Red, the flagship wine from the Jackson Family, was looked after and put-together by winemaker 

Chris Carpenter from numerous vineyard sites traversing Napa Valley. The 2012's final blend was 84% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

16% Merlot with 94% new French oak used. Terroirists undoubtedly lament the fact that nine different vineyards and seven 

different appellations were utilized, but the resulting wine is prodigious. A dense purple color is accompanied by notes of 

graphite, blackberries, blackcurrants, roasted coffee, vanillin, baking spices and forest floor. With enormous complexity and 

richness as well as full-bodied power and voluptuousness, it is a wine of exceptional purity, intensity, and well-integrated acidity, 

alcohol, tannin and wood. This seamless, majestic Napa Cabernet Sauvignon-dominated 2012 should drink well for two decades." 

ANTONIO GALLONI - 95 

"The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon from Cardinale is totally seamless and textured on the palate, with layers of ripe, racy fruit, tons of 

intensity and an opulent, voluptuous finish that captures the essence of this style to the T. Dark red stone fruits, cinnamon, cedar, 

tobacco and new leather linger on the creamy finish. Winemaker Chris Carpenter draws across the entire range of Kendall 

Jackson's Napa Valley properties to craft Cardinale. In 2012, the blend is 84% Cabernet Sauvignon and 16% Merlot from nine 

vineyards in a total of seven AVA's (Howell Mountain, Diamond Mountain, Spring Mountain, Mt. Veeder, Stags' Leap, Yountville 

and St. Helena)." 

ORIN SWIFT - MERCURY HEAD - CABERNET SAUVIGNON - 2013 - RP 98 

ROBERT PARKER - 98 

"The 100% Cabernet Sauvignon aged 18 months in 50% new French oak, is the 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon Mercury Head. Certainly 

one of the more intriguing labels, with a real Mercury-head dime embedded in the glass bottle, this 4,500-case cuvée comes from 

blocks in Taplin, Morisoli and Atlas Peak vineyards. The final blend is a selection of their best barrels, bottled and aged another six 

months prior to release. This is a killer Cabernet Sauvignon, full-bodied and multilayered, with stunning blueberry and blackberry 

fruit, floral acacia notes, a hint of brioche and subtle toasty oak followed by a massive, full-bodied wine with sweet tannin and 

beautifully integrated acidity, alcohol and wood. This profound Cabernet Sauvignon should drink well now and for 25+ years. Dave 

Phinney may well be 2015's winemaker of the year for this wine taster." 

 



SPOTTSWOODE - CABERNET SAUVIGNON - 2012 - JS 98 

JAMES SUCKLING - 98 

"Incredible blueberries, blackberries, black walnuts, minerals, black licorice and flowers. Full-bodied, very tight and structured 

with hints of hazlenuts, fine chocolate and hints of minerals and spices. A solid and classic-styled Napa Valley cab. Layered and 

very fine." 

ROBERT PARKER - 96+ 

"The opaque purple-hued 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon exhibits a glorious bouquet of crème de cassis, spring flowers, a Pauillac-like 

lead pencil note, and background new oak. The overall impression is one of restraint combined with richness. This full-bodied 

effort possesses good acidity and ripe tannin. It has been crafted for the long-term. The hallmarks of great Spottswoode wines are 

their purity and elegance combined with serious power. The 2012 has that in abundance. This youthful, reserved Cabernet will 

benefit from 3-5 years of cellaring, and will keep for two decades or more." 

ANTONIO GALLONI - 95 

"The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon comes across as surprisingly medium in body and not as explosive as I had expected, perhaps a 

reflection of its recent bottling. Today the 2012 shows the more suave, silky side of the year, with considerable early appeal and 

pure radiance, but less in the way of structure. Hints of mocha, spices and crushed flowers add nuance on the finish. All things 

considered, today the 2012 performs in line with the vintage, but does not appear to be the overachiever it has been in recent 

years." 


